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The Miami News - Jun 235, 1953
King Demands Free Cambodia

Associated Press

Bangkok, June 25—King Noro-
dom Shihanouk of Cambodia has
threatened to pull his troops from
French Union forces in Indochina
unless his kingdom is granted in-
dependence, a spokesman said
today,

Kreng-Nill, who speaks for the
Cambodian government, told
newsmen here that King Noro-
jdom wrote President Aurigl of
iFr;mce that he would accept only
independence comparable to that
lenjoyed by India 1n the British
Commonwealth.

Cambodia is one of three as-
sociated states of Indochina. The
others are Laos and Viet Nam.

Kreng-Nill said Norodom wrote
Auriol before the King fled to
‘Bangkok June 14, but his letter
was kept secret. The king re-
turned to Phnopenh Saturday apnd
took command of his army. A
spokesman said at the time that
“Cambodians are ready to die
for independence."

Kreng-Nill said today the
French are incorrect in sayng
Cambodia already has independ-
ence except in military matters,

He said Cambodia has no judi-

cial or economie independence,
that the French take all fnreign
exchange from Cambodjan ex-
ports, and that whie Cambodia
|accounts for 60 per cent of Indo-
‘thma's exports it gets ponly 22
per cent of the budget, !

Kreng-Nill -said King Morodom
stressed in his letter o Auriol
that he regards Communism as
an cnemy and pointed out that
Cambodians were fighting €om-
munists before French troops ar-
nived on the scene,







The Indian Express - Jun 22, 1953
Cambodian King Returns Home

ING Nordotn S8ihanouk of Cambodia returned to his

country yesterday to stop Cambodians rising against
the French, a member of the King's staff said here todalr.

The 3l-year old King exiled hlin-
gell In Thailand a week ago 4n pro-
test against French “domination.”

He lelt Bangkok for hils capital
ps suddenly as he hed come—and
without one word of explanation,

King Nordom returned to prevent
an uprising hi,' impatient subjects.
demanding ndependence from
France, the official sald

King Novdom crossed the border
into Cambodia at 6 am. (I5.T.

day.

No offlclal explanntion or stata-
ment was Immediately avallable
here on the King's departure, The
move surprlsed observers here be-
cause only yesterday a tape-record-
ed nddress to his people had heen
flown to the Cambodian capital,

Western observers here belleve
the King's departure may be due
to the Thalland Government's un-
wl]lin%nnas to allow him to use the
cnpital as the stage for o world
pr%agnndn campnign,

e ‘Thalland OCablnet, while
offering hoapitality to the Eirn%1 in
n non-political eapacity, barred him
from talking with Western dipio-
mats and foreign correspondents.

Another augtg;stlun which galhed
support, was that King Norodom's
auvisers fenred a possible French
move to depose the King In his
absence.

The King's Demands’

Throughout the wiek since his
arrival here the Xing remained
secluded in his holtel suite cut off
from public contact. He left Cam-
bodia in the middle of & country-
wide tour when he was snun&ing
his people’s views on continue
French econtrol of Cambodian
affairs, In o meszsage to his people|
he sald he wanted independence|
for Cambodia within the French
Union “simlilar to India’s status
within the British Commonwealth.*

The 31-year-old King sald before
leaving his country that Cambodia
would seek Independence through
the U, N. The next day, the Cam- |
bodian Government called on

ance grant Cambodia imme-

imte and complete independence.

King Nordon BSlhanouk had been

arturbed In case his peopla Inunched

uerilla attacks against Fronch troops,
the aMerial stated,

Ho added the king wasz confident

Cnmbodia could obtaln Independence
within the French Unlon without re-
porting to bhloodshed,

" King Wordon Slhanouk pald homage
to Bangkok's famous emernld Buddha
before he left om the 500-mlle car
Journesy to hia eapltal,



The Deseret News - Jul 2, 1953
Cambodia to Mobilize Force Against French

BEAIGON, INDO-CHINA (LT
—King Norodom Sihanouk of
Cambaodia told his people Thurs-
day he will mohilize the fight-
l ing forces of his country against
the French Immediately.

Norodom sald he plans to in-
crease Lhe eslimaled 20,000

eventually to 200,000.

He said the mobilization [s
inlended to end the “military
weakness"” which France has
ciled as Its principal reason

Immediate independence.

The King said that he wants
only “to give the kingdom iis
independence and so render a
service to France and the Iree
world *

“The granting of Indrpend
ence to Cambodia is certain to
bring the Cambodian nation
claser lo the French union and
galvanize the nation’s will and
energies against communism,"”
Norodom sald.
| He appealed to the Cam-
bodians to accept ungrudgingly
the sacrifices connected with
'the proposed mlhitary expan-
s10n.

troops now at his disposal 1u!
100,000 in the near fulure and:

for refusing to grant Camhnd.ial‘

He said he intended o press
his demznds for independence
on “the lig nations which spon-
sor the anti-Communist enter-
prise.”

The King promised. however
that onece his country had
achieved independence Cam-
bodia would do everything in
Ill.s power “lo aid the great

demnr:rahi: nations, including
' France®—an apparent pledge
'to contlinue the fight against
,communism in Indo-China.

- Cambndia Is one of the three
Indo-Chinese kingdoms which
- have been m‘[’imallz.sI labeled “as-
' sociated states” rather than col-
omes of France.










Bidault opposed the admission of
what he called “phantom" govern-
ments and was backed by U.S. Un-
dersecretary of Staje Walter Bedell
Smith, _

Smith préposed that the Big Four
~the United Stales, Britain, France
and the Soviet Union—get together
as the inviting powers of the Gen-
eva conference and resclve the is-
i ;

““The United States cannot agree
to the suggestion which hag just
been made that the non-existent so-
called governments or states, such
as the so-called Pathet Lao or [ree
Cambodians can in anyway be con-
sidered qualifying for invitations to
this conference under the Berlin

JOINED RUSSIA

Soviet Foreign Minister V. M.
Molotov said Red China should help
resolve the issue. He stated openly
that Red China had joined Russia
in inviting Ho Chi Minh’s Red label
regime to Geneva.

He said that the only Laotian and
Cambodian representative in Gen-
eva now are those who "are col-
laborating with the French author-
ities,"

Red China's Chou En-lai declared
the conference had a right to dis-
cuss its own composition.

Bidault then charged the rebel
regimes of Laos and Cambedia
were “phantom governments."

Red rebel Vice President Pham
mocked the French and recalled his
own government, whose forces took
Dien Bien Phu Friday, had been
called by the same term not too
long ago.

There was no agreement on the
issue when the session adjourned
until tomorrow afternoon at the
mutlun of Smlth.

Emﬁnﬁmlr:t‘ewmhules al-
‘ter British Foreign Secretary An-
thony Eden as the first chairman
of the conference, called the session
to order, Bidault called on the Eas-
tern and Western nations to adopt
“the principle n!gmuﬂamt—
fire supported by indispensable se-

'curity guarantees.”












The Glasgow Herald - Sep 13, 1955
Former King Sweeps Cambodian Polls

The Inrmcrﬂn%nf Cambodia,
S oy, the Popalir Socii
his , the
‘Community, won all .91 seats
in the General Election to the

. Cambodian Natiopal ' Assembly, it
was announced yesterday from the
capital, Phnom Penh (states Reuter). |

This puts the prince in” an
unchallengeable position to carry.
out the relorms of the msuruur;:i
Eunr of hl:jllthuhhn March to|
form his own poltical movemenL

. 1t will also, according to observers,
pave the way .to an absolute

e

PRINCE'S PLATFORM
.'I The prince, who denousced

retuses to call it & polirical party—
will *icomfer sovereigniy om the
lictle man of Cambodia.™ :
, - Yeswerday's elections were the
first held jn accordance with the
‘Geneva of last year
caling for elecooms in all three
matioas of Indo-Chuma—Cambodia,
lacs, and Vietnam, e
. Cambodia is the westernmost ol
the three States. An ancient king-

" the Gulf of Suam, it has
m:ﬂ:&ﬁdmmﬂtmm

of the Democratic Party, M. Van
Vang Sek, is reporied to La\re been
arrested at his home and three of
the four Phnom Fenh Democratc
candidates have been arrested. The
fourth i reported (o have gone into
hiding.

International Truce Commission
control teams patrolled the country
during the campaign and re
everything in order. But the Demo-
criats are expected to try to file a
complaint with the commission
alleging * excessive police surveil-
lance™ at polling statons and 2
lack of Oppasition voung paunr;n
SOme Provinces.

. Because of Lh: widespread

hiteracy in Cambodia VoOlIDE papers
carried the parues’ svmbols instead
of the names of candidates,

The main consutuncnal reform
promised by Prince: Sihanouk
would replace direct -elecuons o
the Nauonal Assembly—he thinks
gm favour mrru’ ‘hptlpﬂumﬂ ::

£ expense o e simple peasan
—by indirect elections. In these,
willagers would elect headmen, who
would elect provincial assemblues,
which in turn would elect the
Nanonal Assembly. )

Another reform would insist that
an Assembly member ghould be a
resident of the dustrict he hves in.
This would disqualify many Phaom
Penh professional polincians, |

CONFLICTING YIEWS

One foreign observer said of the
prince’s victory:—" This may be a
tragedy because it will drive most
intellectuals underground. | They
might be forced 40 join hands with
the Commumsts. All this means we
have not yet scen the end of the
country's intermal troubles."™

ﬂﬂ: feel tha the prince's
victory will enable him to negohate
on a sound basis with more power-
ful napons and ‘to man his
policy of neutral co-exmstence.

Despite nauon-wide campaigning
in the last week, culminaung in an
evepl-poll speech by Prince
Sihanouk accusing his opponents of
“dirty slander,”” there was lirtle
elecuon  esthusiasm in; the
countryside. I













Phnom Penh, Cambodia

The Milwaukee Sentinel — -UPI- Prnce Norodom Sihan-

Apr 17, 1969

Cambodia, US
Ties Restored

ouk., Cambodia's chiel of state.
said Wednesday that Cambod-
ia was resuming diplomatic re-
lations with the United Stales
in response to a pledge [rom
President Nixon to respect!

| Cambodian sovereignly "'with-
in its present fromtiers."

its present fronticrs.” He ex-
pressed his thanks to the Unit-
ed States "and above all to,

President Nixon for this ges-
ture of justice and [airness." '

The Cambodinn leader indi-
caled thal he envisaged talks)
with the United Slates on,
Camhodian charges of United
States military incursions into
his country and said he would

Sihanouk severed ties with!demand a place at the Vietnam

ithe United States in May. .

1965. after accusing American
forces in South Vietnam of re-
peatedly violating Cambodia’s
bhorders.

In reversing himself Wed-'

peace negotiations in Pans il 111
appeared that a settlement
was at hand. |

"We have lost much in li‘n:'!
last four years through not:
having direct contact with the
Americans,” Sihanouk said.

The Milwaukee Journal

- May 2, 1969
Cambodia Firm on
Cutting US Ties

inesday, Sihunouk said that dip- “The significance of relations
lomatic relations with the j, they will permit the settle-
United States would be re ment, in a certain measure, of
stored initially at the charge ghe (border) incidents."

d'affaires level. The Unmited o 0iioned on South Viet

States embassy here has been . oece procidont Nguyen Van
closed since 196, [ Thieu's offer to re-establish
Sihanouk spoke after receiv- “good relations” with Cam-
ing a message from Nixon, bodia, Sihanouk said up to
pledging United States respect, now Saigon had always re-
for ""the sovereignty. independ- | fused to drop territorial claims
ence and neutrality of the|to coastal islands in dispute be-|
kingdom of Cambodia within: tween the two countries.

Bangkok, Thailand -UPI- Cambodia will not resume diplo-
matic relations with Washington in the immediate future un-
less possibly the Uniled States recognizes changes in Cambo-
dian horders, western ciplomats said Friday.,

The diplomals said there was nothing more the United
States could say about the frontier problem directly but that
there was one more thing it could do to reassu.e Prince No-
rodem Sihanouk about the meaning of its border declaration
— change its maps

Sihanouk has raised issue of United States military maps
showing certain Cambodian held islands off the coast to be
Vietnamese possessions, and sources cited this as one of the
reasons for the diplomatic break.

Cambodian forces shot down two American helicopters
Monday in the province of Svayrieng, the Cambodian press
agency said Friday.



Prince Sihanouk overthrown

Muscatine March 18, 1970

SAIGON (AP} — Cambodia’s
Parliament overthrew Prince
Norodom Sihanouk today,
charging the chief of state pro-
' voked the political crisis grip-
ping the nation, Radio Phnom
Penh announced.

Asian diplomalts in Saigon re-
ceived reports that Cambodian
troops surrounded the Parlia-
ment building and had seajed
off the airport in the capital.

The news reached the 47-
year-old prince. who had domi-
nated his kingdom's politics for
more thap 20 vears, while he
was in Moscow en route home
from Paris. He left later in the
day for Peking.

The cause of the crisis was vi-
dlenl demonstrations last week
against the presence of North
Vietnamese and Viet Cong
troops in Cambodian border re-
gions, During the demonstra-
tions, Cambodians sacked the

iNorth - Vietnamese and. . Viet.-

Cong embassies in- Phnom

Penh.

The Cambodian radio said the
reigns of power as chief of state
were turned over to Cheng
Eeng, president of the National
Assembly. The assembly, the
lower house of Parliament, mel
in joint session with the Royal
Cambodian. Council, the upper
house, and vobted no confidence
in Sihanouk.

A report received by the gov-
ernment in Saigon said the real
power rested with two men—
Gen. Lon Nol, premier and chief
of the military forces, and Sirik
Matak, a top government minis-
ter,

The two men are known to
share doubts about the mercu-
rial Sihanouk's neutralist policy,
and were opposed to the 40,000-
60000 North Vietnamese and
Viet Cong troops using border
sanctuaries for {orays inlo
South Vietnam.






Cornell Daily Sun
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The Cornell Daily Sun
March 25, 1970
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St. Petersburg Times - Oct 14, 1971
U.S. Aid: Lavish For Vietnam,
Miserly For Cambodia

By ROWLAND EVANS
and ROBERT NOVAK

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia — The
senceless mystem of American ald that
has evolved for Cambodia's beleaguered
army, tending to waste what little help a
nervous Congress permits, suggests that
the United States has learned all the
wrong lessons from the tragedy of Viet-
nam. .

Haunted by the fear of another Viet-
nam, Congress has Imposed crippling re-
strictions en help for the fi4ralned, ill-
equipped Cambodian army to cope with
four invading North ‘Vietnamese divi-
slons, Americans are prohibited from ad-
vising the Cambaodians militarily at any
level, The $200-million budget ceiling for
& hastily expanded Cambodian army of
around 180,000 leaves it badly outgunned
by the Cammunists. _

BUT WHAT little ald Is made avall-
able to the Cambodlans has fallen under
the dead hand of the T.S. Army. Old
Southeast Asla hands see the same pat-
tern of U.S. Army ald so tragically evi-
dent In.bullding the virtually worthless
Royal Lao army and the Irightfully ex-
pensive South Vielnamese army
{ARVN): the irreslstible urge to build an
Aslan army according to the Pentagon
doctrine. e )

The result Is that the Cambodian
army, while still rich in fighting morale

after a year of warfare, cannot begin to .

cope with the 40,000 North Vietnamese
troops here, Only the 10,000 ARVN sol-
diers within Cambodia’s borders, whose
presence here creates severe problems

we have reported cn previously, and US. |

alrpower prevent Cambodia from ance

again becoming a. Communist sanctuary
from which to attack Soath Visimam.
Actually, when the Nixon Adminlsira-
' Hon hesitantly began alding the new
anti-Commuonist Cambodian regime last
_year, the help — though grossly Inade-
duate + at least reflected the bitter les-
sons of an American decade in Indochl-
na. Appointed as military counsellor at
the U.8, embassy In Phnom Penh was a

famous figure In Scutheast Asla: Jona-
than F. (Fred) Ladd; an ex-Green Beret
colonel from Vietnam days, with 16
years' experience in the Orlent.
BASED ON that experience, Ladd
was seeking to bulld an Aslandype
army, lean and tough, that could meet
the formidable North Vietnamese foot sol-
dier on his own terms.-From the start,
however, Ladd confronted madness In
Washington. A Pentagon computer rec-
ommended 3,000 trucks for the Cambodi--
an army. U.S.- Army bureaucrais pro-
nnead multl-million dollar spending pro-
Ladd heat off such diverslons of ald,
‘desperately needed for munitions. But
once the aid-to-Cambodia program was
officlally sanctloned by Congress, the
1.5, Army took over. Ladd was
seded by a Military Equipment Dellvery
Team (MEDT) headed by Brig. Gen.
Theodore  Metaxfs, ex-Vietnam “adviser
twho goes by the book. ;
Metaxls's’ 100-man team parcels out
equipment to the Cambodians in strict
conformity with TS, manuals, What
Iooms is the worst of all possible warlds:
a Cambodian army, deficient in firepow-
er but topheavy with stalf and headgoar-
ters soldiers in the U.5. Army pattern,
AMBAESADORE EMERY Swank has
warned Washington that f Metaxis's
MEDT grows any larger he will be. un-
ghle to enforce the congressional injunc-
tion against advisers. But, In fact, the
Cambodians need Melaxis's -clerks far
less than they need bona fide high-level
advisers 1o help them run the army. Al-
though battatlondevel officers are now

steadily pouring out of South Vietnantesh
tralning camps; the need for Ameriban
advisers at headquarters of the country’s
four military reglons s pressing.  «
Even more critical Is the need dor
equipment, . il |
The Cambodians are particuarly bit-
ter about the lavish hand still used: by
Washington supplying the ARVN. Offk
cers talk of the ARVN losing more an-.

mored personnel carrlers at the disas-

trous battle of Snuol last. summer than
have been supplied the entire Cambodlan
army. Because of the propensity of
ARVN troopers to sell thelr weapons on
the open market, Cambodian soliders
equipped with Mil6e often turn out to*
Eﬂ“ purchased them (the going price:
IR



5t. Petersburg Times - Apr 23, 1973
A “Fatal Innocence’ Is Wrecking Cambodia

By ANTHONY LEWIS

Naw York Times Service (c]
LONDON — Cambodla was always
regarded by well-traveled westerners as

the lovellest of countries, her people gen-
tle and beautiful, her art remarkable,

her countryside untouched by war, . That
was three years ago.

Today Cambodia is a smaldering
wreck of that vislon. Ameriéan bombs

are falling on the country in nearly the’

volume that once fell on all of Indochina,
In desperate efforts to escape the bomba,

nearly half of the population of T-mjl.'ﬂun '

have become refupees,

What was Cambodia’s sin? How did
she earn this:fate? The answer is that
she got In the way of & juggernaut, the
United States. If Americans make an. ef-
fort to see what happened, we may bet-
ter understand the difference between
the pretensions of our government's for-
elgn policy and the less Iofty reality.

BEFORE 1870, Prince Norodom Siha-
nouk kept Cambodla afloat among the
antagonisms on her borders. He moved
toward the west, then away; he tacitly
‘allowed the North Vietnamese to use
Cambodian territory, then sald no o
them. It was all very untidy and irritat-
ing, but it happened to spare the Cambo-
dian people their nelghbors’ horror.

. Just what role the United States
played in the cdup that overthrew Stha-
nouk is not yet known, but at the least it
welcomed the outcome: Cambodia was
now on the antl-communist team. Soon
afterward, on April 30, 1970, Presldent
Nixon announced that he was sending
American forees into Cambodia to sweep
out the Communisis., It was a limited
-and necessary extenslon of the Vietnam
war, he sald, adding:

“T would rather be a one-term presl-

‘dent and do what I believe is right than

to be a two-term president at the cost of
seeing America become a second-rate
power and to see this natlon gecept the
first defeat in itz proud 190-vear histo-
ry.”

THE EESULT of the coup and the
Invasion was to turn Cambodia into a
continuing battleground. 'What had been
a minor rebelllon turned into a full-scale
civili war. Since 1970 the Cambodian
rebel forces have grown from 3,000 to

between 35000 and 45.000. How many
North Vietnamese remain ls uncertain,
but officlal American sources in Phnom
Penh say that there has been no docu-
mented evidence of any serving in a
combatant . role In the last three
months,

The rebels now control three-quarters
of the country: The Inept and lsolsted
government of Lon Nol is preserved in
Phnom ‘Penh entirely. by American ald,
which iIs running to nearly $1-milllon -a
day — end by the hombing, which is de
mtzymﬂ;um on<the scens as indis-

a mpﬁmﬂl:ru even
by recent standards, e

It 1s all as if we had learned nothing
from Vietnam. Once again the Unlted
States has committed its power and
prestige to a country of the most mar-
ginal strategic Interest to us, and one
with a weak and unpopular government.
Once again an American president is
leading his people down that road with-
out deigning to tell them why.



Why is it all happeéning? There are
evidently two basic reasons. The frst is
that Nixon and his advisers are concernad
about the Impact on Salgon If Cambodia
falls entirely to communist or commun-
Ist-leaning forces. And =0, to save our
surrogates In a contest from which we

have withdrawn, we mul:
make war In another country.

THF: SECOND reason may be more
Important: the face of Richard Nixon.
When he invaded Cambodia in 1970, he
Insisted that the American involvement
would be strictly limited. But the highly
personalized language he used made
clear how much he felt his gwn reputa-
tlon at stake. How would it look I the
Khmers Rouges won now?

We cannot even say, as the ﬂ.murican
major sald of a Vietnamese village in
the 1968 Tet offensive, that we are de-
stroylng Cambodia in order to save it.
Cambodia hardly comes into the reckon-
Ing. When was the last time American
polley-makers actually thought about
what the people of Cambodia might like?

The new American forelgn policy Is
often described as realistic. Not' dogma-
tically anti-communist, restrained in its
use of power. Henry A. Kissinger is very

e when he buoilds those verbal
structures. And there obviously has been

a change in this direction In terms of re-
latlonships with the great powers, the So-
viet Unlon and China.
. BUT THESE American professions
mean rather less In relation to the not-
go-great, If they get In the way, they just
may find themselves ground up by the
most destructive power on earth. It ls
not the Soviet Unlon that Is savaging
Cambodia today, or China or North Viet-
nam; it is the United States,

The peack with honor that Nixon
claimed in Indochina promised at least
ene thing to most Americans: an end to

their destructive role. It is becoming
clearer every day that Nixon and Kissin-
ger had no real intention of getting out.
They merdly intend to enforce the Pax
Americana by other means. That Is, they
hope to arrange It this time so that no
Americans are killed, only Indochinese,
The :Cambodians are the most pol-
gnant example for a reason well ex-
pressed by a DBritish correspondent,
Gavin Young of the Observer. They ate,
E;ﬁiﬂ, “The least guilty of all parties
ndochina. A
et 'I:i‘w are agli!]ty only of



Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - Mar 7, 1975
Ford Pleads Aid to Cambodians To End Horror

WASHINGTON (AP) — Warning that
‘“lime is running oul.," President Ford
declared last night thal Congress must
vole emergency military aid within two
weeks if Cambodia is to survive the cur-
rent Communist offensive. '

Ford indicated in a nationally tele-
vised and broadeast® news conference
that he is wi to see Lon Nol siep
aside as Ca a's presidenl If thal
would spur negotiations and end “an un-
believable horror story™ in the beseig-
ed capital of Phnom Mﬂ. e

He stopped short of fally calling for
Lon Nol's resignation, bul was blunt in
warning that U.5. aid is essential for the
mmﬁim to avold falling under

control.

"If we don'l give the aid, there is no
S Ford ared. Then he pressed
for congressional aclion on his urgenl
$222 million aid esl
“If we do get the necessary legisla-
=~ lion from Con and it comes quickly
.., within the next 10 days or two
weeks [ believe there is a hope . . " of
Cambodia withstanding the offensive, he
said

 The deteriorating situation in Cambo-
dia dominated the news conference,

Ford's 11th since iaking office in Aw-

gust, bul questions ranged Lo other for-
eign and domestic issues,

There were these olher highlighls:

» Ford left open the possibility that
unemployment may top the previously
forecast 8.5 per cenl. and said he would
favor a larger lax cul than he has pro-

ra than increased federal
nding, i a begger suimulant was
needed 1o end the current recession.

> The President again chided Con-
gress for its slowness in acting on lax-
cil legislation, declaring “whal we need
is speed” and thal he is “very disturb-
ed” ol the congressional pace. ;

» He deplored as ill-advised . .
. absolutely umrlrnnm the lerrorist
“altack in Tel Aviv and said he hoped il

would not destrey the prospects for suc--

cess ol Secrelary: of Slale Henry Al
Kissinger's Middle East peace mission.

» Asked about any CIA connection
with attempled assassinzlions of foreign
leaders, Ford cited current inveshiga-
tions Inte CIA aclivilies and =ald further
comment from him at (s tme would
be inappropriate.

= Asked aboul reporis thal conserv-
alive Republicans are unhappy with his

policies and may be considering starling
& third Eﬂf. Faord said he [ell his party
should “a broad-hased, wide-spec-
trum party™ and could broaden ils base

-withoul lesing Lhe conservative wing of

the party.

»Ford declined o comment on
whelher he would like to have farmer
Presiden! Richard M. Nixon take an ac-
tive role in the Republidan party once
he recovers from his physical ailments.
He said he fell jt would be Inappropriate
for him 1o comment at this time.

The news conference was 21 minutes
old belore questioning lurned o the
economy. Ford said in a response that
he would prefer tax redoctions to in-
creazed spending il it appears a greater
stimulant j& necded lo pull the nation
oul of a recessjan :

He again defendad his economic pro-

. said. “it is moving in (he right
Etrmhun" but eomplained that Congress
is oo slowly, “What we need is
speed," declared In again urging
faster aclion on tax-cut legiglation

Bul apain and again the gqueslioning
turned to Cambodia and, when asked
whether he would ask Lon Noi to resign
lo help negoliale a settlement, Ford re-

(Cont’d on Page 2, Column 1)







The writer of the following dispatch
has reported from Cambodia for The New
York Times the last five years. He decided
to remain in Phnom Penh when the Amer-
ican airlift removed embassy and other

personnel,

By SYDNEY H. SCHANBERG
Mew Yark Times Servicw (c)

PHNOM PEMH — Premier Long Boret an-
nounced Saturday night that the Cambodian
parliament had voted unanimously to transfer
all powers of government to a “summit commit-
tee” dominated by generals, to continue the

firht asainst the Khmer Rouee inzureents

This announcement, made in a radio broad-
cast, came several hours after the American em-
hassy had been closed and Ambassador John
Gunther Dean, with the remaining staff mem-
bers, was evacuated by helicopter.

FLEEING THE COUNTRY on the Am-
baszador's helicopter was L. Gen. Sau Kham
Khay, who had been acting president of Cambo-
dia since Mareghal Lon Nol went into exile on
April 1.

-~ Alza evacuated with the remaining 50 or o
embassy stafl members and some Cambodian
employes were a number of other Cambodian
military officers and government officials who
had been closely identified with the Americans
and now feared for their lives.

With the departure of the Americans,
Phnom Penh iz sealed off. The U5, airlift of
ammunition, fuel and food — the country's lone
link with the cutside world — ended with the
evacuation. The rebels have h:rng since cluaed off

_river, road and rail routes.

IN PEEKING, Prince Norodom Emﬂnuuk
ousted as Camhﬂdms chiel of state in March
1970, weeks before Phnom Penh joined the In-
dochina War, said Saturday that ﬁl had reject-
ed a U.S. invitation to return to Phnom Penh to
form a new povernment.

The Americans also had asked Sihanouk to
arrange a cease-fire with the Communist-led in-
surgents following his return to the Cambodian
capital. In his reply, Sihanouk said he would
never betray his alliez. Details, 23-A

St. Petersburg Times
April 12, 1975

In his broadeast, Long Boret said the new
governing committee had been given full powers
fur three months. He appealed to the people “to
remain caim and cooperate with the military.”

“WE AND THE army are determinad to

stand by you to obtain peace for our country,”
the premier added.

Cambodia

IN HIS S8TATE of the World speech Thursday night,
Ford dwelt at length on an appeal for increased military and
humanitarian aid to South Vietnam, but made no new appeal
for aid to Cambadia,

With Communist-led insurgents encircling this capital,
the desperats governmant is trying to reorganize itzelfl in A
form that might be acceptable enough to the insurgents to ne-
gotiate an end to this 5-year-old war, even if it be no more
than an orderly surrender.

“That's my interpretation,” said one official at the glo-
omy and tense emhbassy, "and that's the interpretation of a lot
of us here."

Ford, in his speech, gave only brief mention to Cambodia
— he spoke considerably longer, for example, about "Ignhy.

THEKEY PARAGRAPH on Cambodia read: “In Jan-
uary, I requested food and ammunition for the hrave Cambeo-
f.mu -Iregret tosay that as of this evening, it may be soon too

lﬂ L1

The Phnom Penh government, in a staement, sald it was
“orofoundly disappointed™ with Ford's speech and added,
"We have noted that the President of the United States seeks
to avoid the responsibility for insisting on the request for aid
to our people.”

The statement — issued in French, the language of Cam-
bodia's former colonial rulers — continued: *As for us, we are
determined to pursue our struggle in search of a negotiated
peace. The attitude of President Gerald Ford affects in no
way our ateadfast position, which consists of seeking a cease-
fire s a prelude to cessation of hostilities and national recon-
ciliation.”

From 1-A




IT CONCLUDED: In the pursuit of this ohjective, he
will not hesitate in the future to revise our attitude toward the
great powers.”

The last seemed an empty threat, both because this gov-
ermment seems to have no future and also because the other
great powers — the Soviet Union and China — are supporting
the insurgent side.

The Americans are s5till, at this eleventh hour, playing a
role in internal Cambodian affairs, It was only after Ambassa-
dor Jobn Gunther Dean met Friday moming with Acting

President Saukham Khoy, that Khoy asked a leader of the
palitical opposition to form a new government.

THAT LEADER, Chau Sau, a popular and respected
5i-year-old economist who heads the Democratic Party, said
he firat had to consult with his friends and party associates
and hoped to give his decision by today.

Chan Sau is probably as acceptable to the insurgents as
anyone on this side — having remained firmly in the opposi-

tion since the beginning of the war and having a reputation as '

a nationalist who had good relations with some of the insor- |

gents leaders before they went underground years ago.
Should Chan Sau take over as premier here and form a

new cahinet, it is presumed that the present premier, Long .

Baret, would leave the country and go into exile — just as
president Lon Nol did on April 1.

Both men have been branded by the insurgents as “trai-

tors” with whom they would never negotiate.

Lon Nol was given a quick medical checkup at Tripler
Army Medical Center in Honolulu Friday, but delayed plans
to enter the hospital for further tests and treatment until
Monday, a hoapital pokesman said.

SAID CAMBODIA'S ambassador to the US.:

"We are the patient and the United States is the doctor.
You have found our case is hopeless but we have to cling to
life until we die.” o

Um Sim told the Washington Press Club it is difficult to
make the Cambodian pecple understand that the United
States will not be helping them. He said they still are expect-
ing a miraculous deliverance.

ASKED IF there were any U.S. commitments to defend
Cambodia, Sim seid, *You are much cleverer than we. The
fact is there is not o commitment in writing but you induced
us into this fighting. The United States has taken advantage
of our innocence and lack of experience.” ;

“In the past the United States respected our neutrality.”
the ambassador added, “From now on | think the Cambodaan
people would feel satisfied if the United States solemnly -
swears after the abandonment of Cambodia that the United .
States will no longer be involved in our region.” :
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Samphan Clears Air on Cambodian Power

' Haw ﬁrﬂ Timel Hews Service

NEW YORK—It ‘was characteristié of
the early confusion surrounding Prince

Norodom Sihanouk's Insurgency agdinst.

Gen. Lon Nol's new Cambodian regime
ih 1970

Thal there were afﬁ:ng doubts ahout
whether or not one of the movenenl's
n;pnrtur.'l leaders, Khleu Samphan, was
allve,

AFTER ALL, Radlo Prking had
charged Prince Sihdanouk of having had
the slender socialist politiclan murdered
by burning him with acld, an eyewiiness
clelmed — In 1967,

Yet four years later, with Sthanouk
himself In exile after a coup by Lon Nol,
Samphan reappeared in print and then
in piclures as one of the insurgency's
leaders,

Recently, he has emerged as the
most prominent and probably the most
powerful member of the little-known
group of men who directed the Khmer
Rouge armies against Phnom Penh.

Samphan holds the titles of com-
mander-in-chief of the Cambodian Peo-
ple's National Liberation Armed Forces,
and deputy premier and minister of
national defense in the exiled povern-
ment headed—in title only, It appears—
by Sihanouk. ’

Samphdn was born on July. 37, 1831,
In Svay Rieng, a ritegrowing com-
munity close lo the South Vietnamess
border on Route I between Phnom
Penh and Saigon. His father was a clvil
servait In the French colonlal adminis-
tration, A& posltion that permitied the
ung Samphan to recelve French train-
ng. '

As a young man, he was known for
his studiousness.and his quietness,

“He was serlous,” his younger bro-
ther, Khieu Song Kim, recalled. "He
studied a lot and did not run around."

BUT WHILE STILL In high school
after the war, as the Vietnamese guer-
rillas were fighting a war thal was
eventually to end French rule in Indo-
china, Samphan was active In antl.
French and anti-colonlalis! movements
In Cambaodia.

In 1954, he went to the Unlversity of
Paris and studied law and economics.

Snmﬁihnn sorved as secretary general
of the General Unlon of Khmer Stu-
dents In France while working on a

doctoral dissertation on the crippling
effects of the French colonlal economy
on his country's development. He earmed
his doctorate in 1950, and returned to
Phnom Penh, -
























St. Petersburg Times May 10, 1976
Envoy: U.S. urged Sihanouk to regain power in Cambodia

By NICHOLAS DANILOFF
United Prass internaticnil

WASHINGTON — When he ruled
Cambodia, Prince Norodom Sihanouk de-
nounced the United States for its
“imperialistic actions™ as he tiptoed a tight
rope that kept the shooting war out of his

kingdom. ]
It turns out that the United States qui-

etly encournged Sihanouk to leave exile in
Peking and seek power again in his embat-
tled eountry during the final months of the
Khmer Republic.

STHANOUK was ousted in a coup in
Maréh 1970. There were rumors the CIA
was involved, but this was never confirmed.

Last week, the U.S. ambassador who
evacuated Phnom Penh on April 12, 1975,
as the Communist Khmer Rouge clozed in
on the capital revealed details of American
initintives that were made partly through
George Bush, then the chief American dip-
lomat in Peking, and now CIA director.

wSihanouk at first was interested, and
then he was less interested,” Ambassador
John Gunther Dean told a House Interna-

tional Relations subcommittee. "Sihanouk .

at last answered he did not wish to come
* back under these -circumstances” (the
advance of the Khmer Rouge).

Previously, the State Department had
acknowledged only the United States
sought to open a dialogue with Sihanouk in
Peking during December 1974, and reached
a dead end in February 1975, when Siha-
nouk failed to reply.

ASKED BY Rep. Lee Hamilton, D-

Ind., what lesson was to be drawn from the
collapse of U.S~intervention in Indochina
and the failure of Congress to continue sup-
plying Cambodia with arms, Dean replied,
“A foreign policy, to be meaningful, must
have the support of the people.”

The ambassador also disclosed that
Prince Sirki Matak, who served as head of
ﬁnvernmant at one point during the war,

ad rejected his invitation for a place on an
evacuation helicopter in a letter that poi-
gnantly summed up the t'ealin%_s of many
pm{ihmurinnn Cambodians. The letter
reada:

“Dear excellency and friend:

“1 thank you very sincerely for vour let-
ter and for your offer to transport me
towards freedom. I cannot, alas, leave in
such a cowardly fashion.

“AS FOR YOU, and in particular for
your great country, I never believed for a
moment that you have this sentiment of
abandoning a people which has chosen lib-
erty.

“You have refused us your protection
and we can do nothing about it. You leave,
and my wish is that you and your country
will find happiness under the sky.

“But mark it well that if I shall die here
on the spot in my country that I love, that it
is too bad because we are all born and must
die one day. I have only committed this mis-
t.aka" of believing in you, the Americans

Matak was last seen by foreigners who
sought refuge in the French Embassy. He
was being driven away by Khmer Rouge
guerrillas. He was executed.









The communists were told by their leaders
that former government and military person-
nel were “spoiled rotten" and had to be “swept
out.” Declared a defector to U.S. authorities:
“KCP members have been told that the party
views these people a3 an unreliable and danger-
ous element that would, if kept within Camba-
dian society, pose a serious threat to the party
and the people at some future time. Party
members have been told that this element
must be swept out, swept clean.”

OFFICERS OF the former army were the
first to die. *The KCP simultaneously began
executing all wealthy farmers, prostitutes,

high-level monks, teachers, fortune tellers, for-
mer enlisted men and civil servants.”

Nor were their families spared. An intelli-
gence report states grimly: “Enlire families
were ordered executed because the surviving
spouses and children would harbor resentment
toward the government and would only create
problems in the future.”

The crude bludgeonings continued for
maore than a year. "Toward the latter part of
1976," the intelligence reports claim, “the
search for an execution of old society people
slackened off. In April, 1977, however . . . it
once again became a primary party activity to

cSearch out and eliminate the last vestiges of
the old society.”

The most recent cable we have seen on this
subject was dated Feb. 13, 1978. It declares
tersely: “A renewed emphasis was placed on
completely eliminating all vestiges of the for-
mer government and completing the execu-
tions of all people who were not from the poor
[armer-working class.”

THIS ATTEMPT o establish a new or-
der by mass murder was supposed to be kept
out of the history books. The communists
tried, with frightening success, to hide their
horrors from the world. They have sealed off
their country tightly. The borders are mined
and patrolled.

el o few refugees managed to escape,
some after harrowing experiences. Less than
two months after the communist takeover, we
were able to get enough eyewitness accounts
to report on June 4, 1975: “It appears that the
Khmer Rouge, as the Cambodian communists
call themselves, may be guilty of genocide
against their own people.”

MNow we have compiled intelligence reports
and eyewiltness accounts two inches thick. The
evidence is overwhelming. It is the world's
most hideous story about the world's most
brutal dictatorship. Every American with a
conscience should cry out to the United
Nations, to the White House, tor Congress, to
condemn Commumist Cambodia.





